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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on the 
enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. The references were recently 
cited in a Japanese Office Action mailed September 5, 2003. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted after the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on-the-merits or a first Office Action after filing a Request for Continued 
Examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14 or a CPA under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d), but before the mailing 
date of: i) a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113; ii)aNotice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .3 1 1 ; or iii) an action that otherwise closes prosecution on the application. No fee is due as 
this statement is submitted as certified below under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e)(l) or (2) by the 
undersigned. 

rertification Unrter 37 C.F.R . 81.97feKl) 
m accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c) or §1.97(d), the undersigned hereby certifies that 
each item of information Usted on the enclosed Form 1449 was first cited in a communication 



from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application within three months of filing this 
statement. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other information 
listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. Enclosed for the Examiner's information is a copy 

of the Japanese Office Action. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each non-English language document or other 

information is as follows (37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(3)): 

US 5 545 905 is an English equivalent of JP 6-302811 and US 5,614,749 is an English 
equivalent of JP 8-204179. An English abstract has been provided for all other Japanese 
references. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or otherwise, to 
establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not represent that a 
reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a reference is 
intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfiiUy requested. Pursuant to the provisions of 
M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 1449, marked 
as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13- 

2725. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612)33^.530^ 

Dated: October 20, 2003 
DPM/pjk 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 
^ Return postcard 

•J .u- uT^TTTTOTM VCi^ FXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. I ^ 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
612.332.5300 



By: 




Name: DcmgJ 
Reg. No.:^30,300 
DPM/pjk 



s P. Mueller 
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5,545,905 


August, 1996 


Muraoka, et al. 










5,614,749 


March, 1997 


Ueno 
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2-100367 


April, 1990 


Japan 






Abstract 






3-110867 


May, 1991 


Japan 






Abstract 






4-261065 


September, 1992 


Japan 






Abstract 






6-302811 


October, 1994 


Japan 












7-131016 


May, 1995 


Japan 






Abstract 






8-204179 
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Japan 
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April 1997 


Japan 






Abstract 
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August, 2000 


WIPO 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confon^ance with MPEP 609; draw line through dtation If not In conformance 
and not considered, include copy of this fonn for next communication to the Applicant. ^ 
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